THE VIA MEDIA

about the aims and justifications of the revolution that
was in process ('such a deliverance as shall never be
forgotten by any revolution of time that this world
hath to finish') than did his presbyterian friends, for
it was not liberty or toleration they were concerned
about, but the enforcement of'the Lord's Discipline*.
Galileo was in prison; Descartes thought it safer to
retreat from France into more tolerant Holland. But
it lies out of my way to consider further the effect of
ecclesiastical or royal tyranny on thought and litera-
ture in Italy and France. What I wish to suggest is
simply that the very fact that the Anglican Church
made no claim to infallibility ('Two things there are
which trouble greatly these later times: one that the
Church of Rome cannot, another that Geneva will
not, erre ' (Hooker)), but pursued a via media> that
this fact gave a freer play to reason, not the too rigid!
reasoning of a priori logic, 'the dead reckoning of,
logic', but that reasonable consideration of history
and probability guided by the lantern of learning, ;
'those finer feelings of moral evidence which must /
determine the actions and opinions of our lives'. J
The via media to which Queen Elizabeth com-
mitted the Church, despite the protests of reformers
returned from the continent and eager to establish
'the Lord's Discipline', was more of a political com-
promise than a religious reformation, than a deliber-
ate return to a more primitive.Christianity. It was
Hooker who, in defending it against the fierce and,
for popular purposes, well-directed attack of the
Martin Marprelate tracts and the arguments of
Cartwright, gave the English Church a gjjik^opycal
basis. With tneTCatholic elements in Hooker's view
6f~Church government and the sacraments* which
Keble stresses, admitting that Hooker has sometimes
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